
From: Vankeerbergen, Bernadette
To: McCauley, Rebecca; Williamson-Miller, Mary
Cc: Lam, Pok-Sang; Haddad, Deborah
Subject: Speech and Hearing Science 3350 and 4510
Date: Tuesday, February 03, 2015 3:09:00 PM
Attachments: Slavic 4800 GE Assessment Plan.pdf

Dear Rebecca and Mary Jo,
 
On Wednesday, January 28, the SBS Panel of the ASC Curriculum Committee reviewed two requests
 to add GE Diversity-Social Diversity in the US to Speech and Hearing Science 3350 and 4510.
 
The Panel did not take a vote but would like the following points addressed first:
 

1. Speech and Hearing Science 3350
·         Syllabus:

o   GE goals and expected learning outcomes (ELOs) for both GE Social Science-
Individuals and Groups & Diversity-Social Diversity in the US should be included
 on syllabus followed by brief statement on how the course fulfills those ELOs
 (see p. 15 https://asccas.osu.edu/files/ASC_CurrAssess_Operations_Manual.pdf
 ).

o   Recommendation to add grading scale.
o   Request to use standard disability statement (see p. 15 at link above)—it is

 especially important to refer to students who have been certified by ODS—and
 recommendation to use 16-pt font.

·         Both GE rationale & GE assessment plan should address the individual GE expected
 learning outcomes for Social Diversity in the US. Request to make stronger case that this
 is a valid course for the GE category. As currently submitted, course appears to be more
 about communication disorders than the diversity aspect of disability in society.

 
2. Speech and Hearing Science 4510

·         Syllabus:
§  GE goals and expected learning outcomes (ELOs) for GE Diversity-Social Diversity in the

 US should be included on syllabus followed by brief statement on how the course
 fulfills those ELOs.

§  P. 2: Under “student evaluation”:
o   There is a dead weblink.
o   The statement “There are 40 points at stake” should actually refer to 20

 points.
o   Clarify whether university-approved absences are included in the count of

 absences or not.
§  Request to use standard disability statement (see p. 15 at link above)—it is especially

 important to refer to students who have been certified by ODS—and
 recommendation to use 16-pt font.

§  Grading scale: remove D- (not a grade at OSU).
§  Reading list should be included.
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SLAVIC 4800—Individuals and  Groups Assessment Plan 
 


a) Specific Methods used to demonstrate student achievement of the GE expected learning 
outcomes  


GE Expected Learning Outcomes Direct Methods (assess 
student performance related 
to the expected learning 
outcomes. Examples of direct 
assessments are: pre/post 
test; course-embedded 
questions; standardized 
exams; portfolio evaluation; 
videotape/audiotape of 
performance) 


Indirect Methods (assess 
opinions or thoughts about 
student knowledge, skills, 
attitudes, learning experiences, 
and perceptions. Examples of 
indirect measures are: student 
surveys about instruction; focus 
groups; student self-evaluations) 
 


1. Students understand the 
theories and methods of 
social scientific inquiry as 
they apply to the study of 
individuals and groups. 


 


Embedded questions on 
exams1       


 


Analysis of semester-long 
paper2 


Opinion survey 3 


2. Students understand the 
behavior of individuals, 
differences and similarities 
in social and cultural 
contexts of human 
existence, and the processes 
by which groups function. 


 


Embedded questions on 
exams1  
 
Analysis of  semester-long 
paper2 


Opinion survey3 


3. Students comprehend and 
assess individual and group 
values and their importance 
in social problem solving and 
policy making. 


 


Embedded questions on 
exams1  
 
Analysis of semester-long 
paper2 


Opinion survey3 


1 On the final exam, several questions will be written specifically to assess student achievement of each 
GE expected learning outcome. The scores on these questions will be included in the totals for the exam 
but will also be analyzed separately so that the data can be used in revising the course and for GE 
assessment reporting purposes.   Examples of specific embedded questions are provided in the 
Appendix A of this document. [Please provide such specific examples.] 
 
2In the semester-long paper, each student has the opportunity to demonstrate mastery of GE expected 
learning outcomes on a project of his or her own choosing.   Elements that reprise the three GE 







expected learning outcomes have been written into the rubric for the semester-long paper. See 
Appendix B of this document. [Please provide such specific examples.] 
 
3 At the end of the semester, each student will be asked to fill out an opinion survey. The survey found in 
Appendix C contains specific questions asking to what extent each student has achieved the three GE 
expected learning outcomes in this course. [Please provide such specific examples.] 
 
 
 


b) Explanation of level of student achievement expected:   
In general, for exams, success means that students will answer 75% of the embedded GE questions 
correctly.  For the semester-long paper, success will mean that at least 75% of the students will 
achieve level 2 or more (out of a possible 4) for all three GE expected learning outcomes.   
 


c) Description of follow-up/feedback processes:    
At the end of the course, we will use an analysis of the embedded exam questions and the 
semester-long paper to identify problem spots and how we might change the course and the 
presentation of materials to insure better fulfillment of the three GE Social Science-Individuals and 
Groups expected learning outcomes.  We will also analyze the self-evaluation questions carefully to 
judge how students evaluated their own progress and to determine whether student perception 
meshed with performance.  If there is a conflict, we will adjust the presentation and assessment of 
material as warranted.  We will archive these end-of-semester analyses in the instructor’s office so 
that we can gauge whether any changes made were effective.  These evaluations will be discussed 
with the curriculum committee. We will also use these data to write a GE report when the ASCC 
Assessment Panel asks for a report.  


 
 


 
 
 


 


 







SLAVIC 4800 
Assessment Plan: Appendix A 


 
On the final exam, several questions will be written specifically to assess student achievement of each 
GE expected learning outcome. The scores on these questions will be included in the totals for the exam 
but will also be analyzed separately so that the data can be used in revising the course and for GE 
assessment reporting purposes.   Examples of specific embedded questions are provided below.  
 
Students understand the theories and methods of social scientific inquiry as they are applied to the 


study of individuals and groups. 
 
Examples: 


1. Provide your argument for or against the following statement: Only the study of a big societal 
group can provide credible evidence related to any inquiry into bilingualism. 


2. When conducting an empirical study on bilingualism what sociolinguistic and psycholinguistic 
factors/variables should a researcher be aware of?  


 
Students understand the behavior of individuals, differences and similarities in social and cultural 


contexts of human existence, and the processes by which groups function. 
 
Examples: 


1. According to the Linguistic Relativity Hypothesis, language, culture, and cognition are 
interconnected. Provide an example from recent studies discussed in class and explain why the 
hypothesis still remains controversial. 


2. What role do native and foreign languages play in the emotional behavior of an individual?  
 


 
Students comprehend and assess individual and group values, and recognize their importance in social 


problem solving and policy making. 
 
Examples: 


1. The US is a melting pot where immigration, multilingualism, and multiculturalism remain more a 
norm than an exception. How are societal and individual attitudes to foreign accents reflected in 
the idea of the “melting pot”?  


3. Bilinguals in the US are often first/second generation immigrants. Explain how attitudes to 
foreign languages are often formed based on certain cultural/political/religious prejudices.  


 
 
 
 







SLAVIC 4800 
Assessment Plan: Appendix B 


 
 
In the semester-long paper, each student has the opportunity to demonstrate mastery of GE 
expected learning outcomes on a project of his or her own choosing.   Elements that reprise the 
three GE expected learning outcomes have been written into the rubric for the semester-long 
paper. See Appendix B of this document.  
 
Students understand the theories and methods of social scientific inquiry as they are 


applied to the study of individuals and groups. 
 


(1) 
No  


(2) 
Novice (Basic)  


(3) 
Intermediate 


(4) 
Advanced  


Does not provide 
clear research 


question grounded 
in theory or valid 


methodology; does 
not express ideas 


clearly 
(No valid research 


question or 
methodology) 


Describes arguments 
and organizes data but 


lacks supportive 
evidence and clear 
written expression 


(No adequate analysis 
of the data in the light 


of the research 
question) 


Demonstrates an ability 
to develop arguments 


supported with 
evidence and clear 
written expression 


(Research question & 
Data analysis) 


Articulates 
sophisticated 


arguments, analyzes 
interconnected 


evidence and develops 
clear discussion of 


ideas (Provides 
implications) 


 
Students understand the behavior of individuals, differences and similarities in social and 


cultural contexts of human existence, and the processes by which groups function. 
 


(1) 
Novice  (Basic) 


(2) 
Intermediate  


(3) 
Advanced 


(4)  
Superior 


Shows little 
comprehension of 


the way social 
inquiry into a small 
sample can extend 
to a bigger social 


and cultural context  
 


Shows comprehension 
of concepts listed 
above and some 


application of ideas 
 


Shows comprehension 
of concepts listed 
above, applies and 


analyzes ideas 
coherently 


 


Shows comprehension 
of concepts listed 
above, applies and 


analyzes ideas 
coherently, extends 
findings beyond the 
sample, addresses 
social and cultural 


factors accounting for 
the registered 


individual’s behavior 
 


 
 
 
 
 







 
Students comprehend and assess individual and group values, and recognize their 


importance in social problem solving and policy making. 
(1) 


Novice  (Basic) 
(2) 


Intermediate  
(3) 


Advanced 


Shows little 
comprehension of the 
concepts listed above  


 


Shows comprehension of 
concepts listed above and 


offers some examples 
found in the data 


 


Shows comprehension of 
concepts listed above, applies and 
analyzes data coherently, extends 
the argument beyond the sample 


data, draws implications for 
society in general 


 
 
 
 







SLAVIC 4800 
Assessment Plan: Appendix C 


 
 
At the end of the semester, each student will be asked to fill out an opinion survey. The survey 
found here contains specific questions asking to what extent each student has achieved the three 
GE expected learning outcomes in this course. [Please provide such specific examples.] 
 
Students understand the theories and methods of social scientific inquiry as they are 


applied to the study of individuals and groups. 
 
Example: 


On the scale of 1 to 5 (1-strongly agree; 2-agree; 3- somewhat agree; 4- disagree; 5-
strongly disagree) rate the knowledge that you have acquired in this class: 
 


1. I have learned how to apply sociolinguistic and psycholinguistic theories to the study of 
the bilingual behavior. 


2. I have learned the basic approaches to designing an empirical study and conducting field 
work 


3. I have learned the basic approaches to analyzing empirical data collected through field 
work 


 
Students understand the behavior of individuals, differences and similarities in social and 


cultural contexts of human existence, and the processes by which groups function. 
 
Example: 


1. Has this class made you think more about the concept of culture and how it is intertwined 
with language and cognition? Explain in which respect it did or did not. 
 


2. Has this class made you think more about bilingualism and its role for the individual 
and society? Explain in which respect it did or did not. 


 
Students comprehend and assess individual and group values, and recognize their 


importance in social problem solving and policy making. 
 
Example: 


1. In this class, we talked about foreign accents. How did this class contribute to or 
change your understanding of this issue both from the point of view of bilingual 
individuals and their monolingual counterparts?  


2. Did this class make you think more in depth or simply more about the importance of 
bilingualism both at the individual and societal levels? Please explain why it did or 
did not.  
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·         GE assessment plan does not assess the individual ELOs of the requested GE category.
 
I am attaching a GE assessment plan for Slavic 4800, a course that was recently approved for GE
 Social Science—Individuals and Groups. The category is different from the one requested for SHS
 3350 and 4510, but the plan clearly shows what is meant by assessment of the individual GE
 expected learning outcomes.
 
I will return the proposal  to the Department queue via curriculum.osu.edu so that the points above
 can be addressed.
 
If you have any questions about the feedback above, please do not hesitate to contact Professor
 Pok-sang Lam (Chair of the SBS Panel; cc’d on this e-mail), or me.
 
My best,
Bernadette
 
 
 
 
Bernadette Vankeerbergen, Ph.D.
Program Manager, Curriculum and Assessment
Arts and Sciences
The Ohio State University
154D Denney Hall
164 W 17th Ave.
Columbus, OH 43210
Phone: 614-688-5679
Fax: 614-292-6303
http://asccas.osu.edu
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